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42nd Street/Odos Tsikalarion in 1945. H 42n 066¢/086¢ TolkaAaplwv To 1945.
Photo/®w1t6: National Library of New Zealand

¥ Cover montage: Odos Tsikalarion/42nd Street looking south - Anzac and British soldiers at the port of Souda, April 1941.
Movtd¢ e€weuAhouv. H 086¢ Totkahapiwv/42n O86¢ KortwvTag voTia — Anzac Kal Bpetavoi oTpatiwteg 0To Aipav tng

Youdag, Anpiliog 1941.



To 1941 n 066¢ TolkaAaplwy NTav
YVWOTH OTOUG OTPATIWTES TNG BpeTavikig
KowvomoAiteiag w¢ 42n 0606¢. Katd urikog
aAUTOU TOU SPOMOU, TIC TIPWTEC TTPWIVES
WPEC TNE 27n¢ Maiou 1941, ekatovTtadeg
AvoTtpaloi kat Neo{nAavdoi oTpaTIwTEC
(Anzac) mmpav apuVTIKEC BEoEIC
OTPAUUEVOL SUTIKA.

Emerta and entd nUEPEG HAXNG, Ol

YUppayot otn dutikn Kprjtn Bpiokovtav o
omoBoyxwpnon. XTI 11 .. EKEIVO TO TIPWI,

N EUMPOCGB0PUAAKN EVOC ZUVTAYUATOC
leppavwv Opevwv Katadpopéwv minciaoe
TN 42n 0606, mMpogAavVoVTAC TPOC TOV KOATIO
¢ Zovdac.

Kabwc o1 leppavoi dvoiéav mup, ot

AvoTtpaloi kat Neo{nAavooi oTpaTIwTEC
emMTEONKAV HE €9’ OMAOU AOyXN. AKohouBnoe
aypla pdyn ek Tou cuotadnv kai ol Feppavoi
TPATTNKAV OE PUYN, CUVTETPIUUEVOL ATTO TN
Onpuwdia Tng emiBeong n omoia cuvexioTnKe
ME€OA 0TOUC EAAIWVEC OE ATTOOTACN AVW TOU
€VOC XINIOPETPOU.

H emiBson kaBuoTépnoe TN YEPUAVIKA
TIPOENAON, TTAPEXOVTAG WPES (WTIKNG
onuaociag og XINASEG ZUPUAXOUG OTPATIWTES
WoTe va apxioouv va diacyiCouv ta Agukad
‘Opn TTPOC TO ONUEIO EKKEVWONG OTN

Xwpa Zeakiwv.

AUTO TO VN UEIO aPlEpWVETAL OTN UVAMN
Twv Anzac ot 42n 066 kat e 6Aoug dooug
TIOAéUNCAV Kal émecay 6W.

In 1941, Odos Tsikalarion (Tsikalarion Street)
was known to British Commonwealth troops
as 42nd Street. It was along this road in the
early hours of May 27, 1941, that hundreds of
Australian and New Zealand (Anzac) soldiers
took up defensive positions facing west.

After seven days of fighting the Allies in
western Crete were in retreat. At 11am that
morning, leading elements of a regiment of
German mountain troops approached 42nd
Street, advancing towards Souda Bay.

As the Germans fired into the Anzac line,
the Australian and New Zealand soldiers
charged with bayonets fixed. Brutal close-
quarter fighting ensued and the Germans
fled, overwhelmed by the ferocity of the
attack, which continued through the olive
groves for more than a kilometre.

The charge delayed the German advance,
providing vital hours for thousands of
Allied troops to begin crossing the White
Mountains to the evacuation point at
Chora Sfakion.

This memorial is dedicated to the memory
of the Anzacs at 42nd Street and to all those
who fought and fell here.




Chania - Souda sector - 27 May, 1941

On 20 May, 1941, almost 10,000 German airborne
troops landed on Crete. By the night of the 21st,
despite determined resistance, the Germans had
taken control of Maleme airfield, allowing large
numbers of reinforcements to be flown in and to
begin pushing Allied forces back towards Chania.

For the next 10 days, the Anzacs, along with British
and Greek army units, the Cretan police and
civilians, struggled heroically to defend the island.

By 23 May, the Allies in western Crete had
been forced into a series of blocking actions

as the Germans advanced east. After the fall of
Galatas, despite a courageous counter-attack
by New Zealand units on 25 May, late on 26
May, Anzac forces were ordered to withdraw to
42nd Street.

Topéag Xaviwv - Zoudag - 27 Mdiov 1941

3116 20 Maiou, 1941, oxedov 10.000 leppavoi
aAe&imtwTioTéG EppipOnoav otnv Kprjtn. Q¢ to
Bpdadu tng 21n¢ Maiou Kal Tapd TNV NPWIKA
avtiotaon, ol feppavoi nAeyxav To agpodpouio
TOoU MAAepE. AuTO TOUG EMETPEYE TN LETAPOPA
anod a¢pog PeyAAou aptBpoL eVIoXUOEWY, oL
omoieg dpxloav va anwBouV TIG CUUHOXIKEG
Suvdpelg mpog Ta Xavid.

MNa tig emopeveg 10 nuépeg, ot Anzac, padi pe
BPETAVIKEG KI ENANVIKEG OTPATIWTIKEG MOVASEC, TNV
Xwpo@uAakrj Kat amAoug TOAITEG, aywviotnkav
YEvvaia yla va UTEPACTIIOTOUV TO VNOi.

Q¢ T1¢ 23 Maiouv, ot Z0ppayot otn Sutiki Kpritn
UTTOXPEWBONKAV va TTPOBoVV OE aVaXAITIOELG,
kaBwg ol leppavoi mporAauvav avatoAkd.

Méetd Vv mtwon Tou laAatd, mapd TNV NEWIKNA
avteniBeon veolnAavSikwy povadwy oTig 25
Maiiou, apyd to Bpddu Tng 26n¢ Maiou ot Suvapelg
Twv Anzac é\afav Siatayn va omoBoxwprioouv
péxpt tn 42n 0O86.
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27 May: the German advance overruns Force Reserve (1 Welch Regiment, Northumberland Hussars and Rangers)

as 141 Mountain Regiment pushes towards 42nd Street.

27 Maiiou: H yeppavikn mpoéhaon umep@alayyilet tnv Epedpikn Abvapn (Ta&lapxia 1 Welch, Northumberland
Hussars kat Rangers) kaBwg 1o 141 Opetvo Zuvtayua mpoxwpd mpog tn 42n 086.

On 27 May, as the Anzacs held up the German
advance at 42nd Street, six kilometres away
resistance by British troops (Force Reserve) cut off
near the Kladisos River, west of Chania, slowed
the enemy’s progress. Isolated and virtually
surrounded, the casualties of 1 Welch Regiment
were grievous; 115 men lost their lives.

Despite this sacrifice, the Germans entered Chania
later that day. That afternoon, General Bernard
Freyberg, commander of Allied forces in Crete,
received orders to begin the withdrawal to the
south coast for evacuation. The units that had
fought at 42nd Street withdrew east overnight

to Megala Chorafia and Stilos, and with British
commandos formed the rearguard to the

Allied retreat.

2116 27 Maiov, kaBwc ot Anzac epméSifav tnv
YEPHAVIKA TpoéAaon atn 42n 0806, £€1 xIMidpETpa
Mo Tépa n avtiotaon Bpetavikwv otpateupdtwy
kovtd otov Khadiod motaud, Sutikd Twv

Xaviwv, avékoPe Tnv mpoéAaon tou exBpou.
AmTopoOVWHEVOL KAt OXEGOV TIEPIKUKAWMEVOL,

0l OTPATIWTEG Tou T1ou Xuvtaypatog Welch
umTéoTnoav oSuUVNPEG AMWAELEG pE 115 veKpOUG.
Mapd tn Buoia auth, ot Feppavoi elonABav

ota Xavia apyotepa v idla pépa. Ekeivo to
amdygupa, o otpatnyods Bernard Freyberg,
S10IKNTAG TWV CUPHAXIKWY Suvauewy otnv Kpntn,
€\ae evtolr va Eekiviioel Tnv omoBoyxwpnon
TIPOG TN VOTIA OKTH Yld EKKEVWON. Ot HovAdeg

mou MoAéunoav otn 42n 086 amocVPONKav
avatoAkd, ota Meydha Xwpd@ia Kat Tov XTUAo,
Katd T Stdpkela TnG vuxTag Kat padi pe Bpetavoug
KOMAVTOG oxnudtioav omoBo@uAaKn yia TV
amoéouPaOn TWV ZUHPAXWV.

2/7 Battalion History

“The new line to which they marched, a defensive
position at the head of Suda Bay, was called

42nd Street... It was a straight narrow earth road
stretching between the olive groves. From here is
it was possible to see the jetty at Suda Bay, where
stores were still being unloaded...Hurriedly, they
took up a position occupying about 400 metres
square in an olive grove. It was dawn.

On the morning of the 27th, the Germans were
on the attack - bombing the battalion’s positions
and raking them with machine-gun fire....[Force
Reserve] was retiring in tatters... British prisoners
were driven before the Germans in their first
attack on the 2/7th that morning. At about 1100
hours the Australians spotted a raiding party of
about 400 Germans advancing. The 2/7th had
two companies forward - D to the left and C to
the right... [Col. Walker] sent the order forward to
both Cand D companies to attack, but to allow
the Germans to come close up before striking.

‘When this order went out it seemed to lift the
tension that had been hanging over us for the
past few days. The time had come when we were
going to show Jerry a few tricks... observed Col.
Walker’s batman, Private Passey...

“After covering about 200 yards we went to
ground and opened fire at the enemy who were
then very close. Major Miller called for mortars
who fired about six bombs, and the enemy
started to run.”

One soldier, Mick Baxter, a submachine gunner,
stood up with his tommy gun and said ‘Jesus...|
can’t see anything from here. Then he walked
straight into concentrated German machine-gun
fire. He started to trot, then to run hard, firing
from the hip as he went...

In a beaten army they were unbeaten men.
From them exploded this swift, defiant action of
white hot ferocity...”

The Fiery Phoenix: the story of the 2/7 Australian Infantry
Battalion. W.P. Bolger, J.G. Littlewood. 1975



« TO CHANIA

MPOX XANIA

Account by Private Reg Saunders,
C Company, 2/7 Battalion
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blood was running out of him, out of his mouth.
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have a look at him and | thought, ‘Jesus, you're . P LR /7Y Ly 77771 | B — =

?bOUt the same ageasme.| WIShec,j I could Sa_)l’ Map showing the charge at 42nd Street according to the Official History of New Zealand The Anzac positions, 11am, 27 May, 1941 overlaid with the VOAK highway (built in the 1970s).

Come on old fellow, get up and let’s get on with in the Second World War. 1953. AenTOp£QELQ XAPTN GTOU aiveTal N €podog otn 42n 086 O16¢0ei¢ Twv Anzac oTic 11 T, 27 Maiou 1941, o€ ouVAETNON pE Tov BOPEID 08IKG dfova

the bloody game,’ you know... thinking football. cUp@wva e to Official History of New Zealand in the Second World War.1953. KpAtng (Sekaetia 1970).

“After that many Huns appeared, and for them “In a beaten army they were unbeaten men. From them exploded this swift, defiant action of white hot ferocity...”

and us it was pretty confused....It was crazy,

crazy, the most thrilling few minutes of my

life...When we got there they were real men sent [the enemy] to ground and they opened of 28 Bn under shouted orders of the company Units at 42nd Street, 27 May, 1941

excited like us and some of them terribly heavy defensive fire... A few Greek soldiers added commanders leapt up and dashed across the . . _ .

frightened.” their Hellenic yells to the blood-curdling din” road and commenced to mix things. Very soon 2/8 Battalion 6th Australian Division. AlF
afterwards the 2/7 Australian, and about the 2/7 Battalion 6th Australian Division. AIF

21 Battalion. The Official History of New Zealand in the .
same time the 21st, moved forward. “

“Yarns were being swapped, washing was being Second World War 1939-1945. ).F Cody. 1953 21 Battalion 2nd New Zealand Division
done and bodies were being washed when, " . : o New Zealand War Histories. 1950
without any warning whatsoever, the enemy 21 Battalion Group held the right flank, linking 28 (Maori) Battalion  2nd New Zealand Division
d ith dau fire f e up with 2/7 Battalion. The order of units thence Australia in the war of 1939-1945
‘;pigfe d“';‘r’é's,, spandaufire from about three southwards was 28 Battalion, 19 Battalion, and 19 Battalion 2nd New Zealand Division
. SRS part of 22 Battalion. Such an account, however, “Possibly before the Australian charge began, the 22 Battalion 2nd New Zealand Division
Lt. K.C. Cockerill, 19 Battalion, D.M. Davin, Crete, 1953. gives too schematic a picture. Units had become Maoris, and also the 21st on their right and the
. . mixed up during the night march and the attempt  19th on their left, had begun a similar charge. 23 Battalion 2nd New Zealand Division
NZ 21 Battalion History to sort them out was not complete by the time The New Zealanders charged some 600 yards,
“The forward companies of21 Battalion had the need for action came.” [D.M.Davin] unt|i(|~few fferr?‘?n; Were(;,i;tﬂel\jxce{pt some ; German Forces
scarcely lined the sunken road when they heard . rT}:a (;ng(;) ath '9 fspee e a;]orls estimate 1 Battalion, 141 Mountain Regiment (Gebirgsjager)
yells that could only come from Maori throats. It Account by Lt-Col. George Dittmer, e 2226 G U2 B el URE B,
was a blood-stirring haka. 28 (Maori) Battalion The Australians estimated that about 200
. | N Germans were killed; they took three prisoners.”
The Australians produced a scream even more " " . .
o e thp the Maori efforts and th After heavy enemy mortar fire also MMG fire the s, G S dae, @ 1959 AIF: Australian Imperial Force
p (/AT WAL LTS St Ele WS enemy was seen in undergrowth just the other AucTtpahavr Autokpatopiki Abvapn
sight Ofth‘? Maori battalion chargmg W'th vocal side of 42nd Street. The 28th and at least some
accompaniment sent the whole line surging other units opened fire, then the front companies

forward. The appearance of a line of yelling Maoris



Anzac and British troops disembark at the port of Souda, April 1941.

Anzac kal Bpetavoi otpatiwteg amofiBdalovrat oto Mipdvi Tng Zoudag, Ampiliog 1941.
Owtd/Photo: National Library of New Zealand. DA-01611-F




Estimates vary regarding the number of casualties
suffered during the battle at 42nd Street.
Australian casualties included 10 killed and 28
wounded from 2/7 Battalion, and one killed and
13 wounded from 2/8 Battalion. New Zealand
casualties included 21 killed or wounded as
reported by 21 Battalion, with 28 (Maori) Battalion
losing five killed and nine wounded. According to
German military records, 121 soldiers of

1 Battalion, 141 Mountain Regiment were killed,
though the Anzac battalions estimated the figure
was higher.

Two of the Fallen
Avo &K Twv MNecoviwy

Corporal Charles Russell
Barker, 2/7 Battalion AIF

of Warrnambool, Victoria.
Australia. Age 22. Corporal
Barker is buried in Suda Bay
War Cemetery, Section 5,
Row C, Plot 5.

197 Australians and 448 New Zealanders are buried at Suda Bay War Cemetery, beside 842 British graves. They rest two kilometres from the harbour where most
dismembarked in April 1941. 197 Auotpaloi kat 448 NeolnAavdoi keitovtal 01o Zuppayikd Nekpotageio Zoudag, Simha o 842 Tdpoug Bpetavwy. Avamavovtal
SUo xIAdpeTpa amd To Aipdvi 6mou anofiBaoTnkav ot mepIocdTepoL Tov ATipiAto Tou 1941.

Aekavéag Charles Russell

Barker, 2/7 Taypa, amoé 1o
Warrnambool, Victoria, Auotpahia. Etwv 22.
O dekavéag Barker givat Bappévog 0to Zuppayikd
Nekpotageio Zoudag, Turua 5, Xeipd C, Tagog 5.

Private Tokararangi Poa, C
Company 28 (Maori) Battalion
of Hicks Bay, East Cape, New
Zealand. Private Tokararangi
Poa is buried in Suda Bay War
Cemetery, Section 6, Row A,
Plot 11.

Aexavéag Tokararangi Poa,

" Noxog, 28 Taypa (Maopi),
amno 1o Hicks Bay, East Cape, Néa Znhavdia. O
Sekavéag Poa gival Bappévog 0To Zuppayikod
Nekpotageio Zoudac, Tuua 6, Zeipd A, Tagog 11.

During the Battle of Crete about 12,000 British
Commonwealth troops were taken prisoner and
1751 killed, including 274 Australians and 671
New Zealanders.

O1 eKTIMAOELG TTOIKIANOUV boOV apopd Tov
OPIOUO TWV AMWAEIWV TNG HAXNG.

Ot AuoTtpaliavég anmwleleg ftav 10 vekpoi

Kal 28 tpavpatieg amd 1o 2/7 Taypa Kat évag
VEKPOG Kal 13 Tpavpatieg amod to 2/8 Taypua.
OranwAeieg Twv NeolnAavéwv avépyovtav oe
21 vekpoUg Kal Tpavpatieg amod 1o 21 Tayua,
evw 1o 28 Taypa (Maopi) éxaoe mévTe vekpoug
KOl EVVEQ TPAUMATIEG. ZUPPWVA UE YEPUAVIKEG
OTPATIWTIKEG TINYEG, 121 oTpaTIWTEG TOU 141
Opelvou Zuvtdypatog éxaoav tn {wr Toug
WOTOO0O Ta Taypata Anzac uroloyilav 6TL o
aplOuoOG ATV PEYANUTEPOG.

Katd tn Sidpkela Tng Mdaxng e Kpntng,
niepimou 12.000 oTpatiwTeg TNG BpeTavikng
KowomoAiteiag aiypoAwtiotnkav kat 1.751
oKotwONKay, cupmepNappavopévwy 274
Avotpalwv kat 671 NeolnAavSwv.

Original graves of |

1 Battalion, 141 Mountain
Regiment (Gebirgsjager)
troops near 42nd Street.
Photo: Dimitris Skartsilakis
Collection

ApxIKOi TAPOl OTPATIWTWY
Tou 1 Taypatog, 141
Opevo Zuvtayua
(Gebirgsjager), kovtd otn
42n 086. dwtd: Zulhoyn
AnunTen ZKAPTOIAGKN




Sign erected by the 42nd Field Company, Royal Engineers.
Mvakida mou avpTnoe 1o 42 BactAiko Taypa Mnxavikou.
Photo/®wté: AWM P03731.001

42nd Street - The Name

42nd Street was given its nickname by the 42nd
Field Company, Royal Engineers, a British unit
deployed here in November 1940 to improve the
road as part of defensive preparations. In order to
accommodate army vehicles, the engineers (who
camped beside what was a dirt track) graded the
surface and piled the surplus material on both
sides of the street. From then on it was referred to
as a “sunken road”.

With the Souda dockyard vulnerable to air attack,
the area east of 42nd Street to the dockyard
became a major supply area. A rail track was

built from the dockyard to the various depots
containing supplies of food, ammunition, fuel
and equipment. Also the title of the popular
pre-war Hollywood film musical 42nd Street,

the name passed quickly into common use and
was included on British military maps.

Australian war correspondent Damien Parer (left) and fellow
reporter Ron Williams at 42nd Street in April 1941. The road
was referred to as a “refreshment camp” by Allied units.
Photo/®wt6: AWM P03004.001

O AuoTtpaldg MOAEUIKOG avTamokpitric Damien Parer
(aploTepd) Katl 0 cuVASeAPOG Tou Ron Williams kavouv
S1aAelppa yia todt oTn 42n 086 tov Ampilio Tou 1941.
Ol CUMHAXIKEG poVAdEG avagépovTav oTtn 42n 086 wg
«oTPATOMESO avaphuynGy.

42n 066¢ - Ovopacia

H 42n O66¢ nrpe T0 Gvoud TNG amo To 42
BaaotAiké Taypa Mnxavikou, pia Bpetavikn
povdada mou avantuxOnke edw Tov Noéufplo
Tou 1940 mpokelpévou va avapabuioel Tov
SPOUO WG HEPOG TWV AMUVTIKWY TIPOETOIUACLWV.
Mo va S1EUKOAUVOULV Ta OTPATIWTIKA OXAUATA,

01 OTPATIWTEG Tou Mnyavikou e§opdAuvav Tnv
EMPAVELA TOU XWHATOSpopou Kat otoifagav Ta
pmala amoé Tig Suo MAeLPEC Tou Spdpou. EktoTe
Tov amokalovoav «Bubiopévo Spouo».

A&gdopévou 6Ti To Aipdvi TG Zovdac tav
EVAAWTO OE AEPOTTOPIKEG EMIOPOUES, N

TEPLOXN AVATOAIKA TNG 42n¢ 0500 we TN

Youda éyive KevTpIKn amoBrkn tpo@odooiag.
KataokeudoTnke olénpodpopikn ypauur ano
TO AlHAVI WG TIG EMUEPOUG ATTOBRKEG TPOPIHWY,
TMOAEUOPOSiWY, KAUOIUWVY Kal eE0MAIOMOU. KaBwg
«42n 066¢6» unmpée Kat o TiTAog SnuoPiAolg
TIPOTTIOAEULKIG XOAYOUVTIAVAG TavViag MoUIKaA,
TO 6vopua 42n O806¢ éxalpe upeiag xprong

KL £QTOOE VA AVAYPAPETAL OE BPETAVIKOUG
OTPATIWTIKOUG XAPTEG.

T
F

42nd Street/Odos Tsikalarion,1945. H 42n 066¢/086¢

Towahaptwv,1945. Photo/Owto: National Library of New Zealand




The road to Chora Sfakion
H diadpoun mpog Xwpa Zpakiwv

Allied withdrawal route 28 May - 1 June, 1941.

Aladpopr CUUHOXIKAG UTTOXWPENONG
28 Mdiou - 1 louviou 1941.
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Evacuation

Between 28 May and 1 June, thousands of Allied
troops crossed the White Mountains to Chora
Sfakion. At Heraklion about 4000 men were
evacuated on the night of May 28/29. Australian
forces who had fought the Germans to a
stalemate at Rethymno surrendered on May 29.

Although at least 12,000 men were evacuated
from Chora Sfakion by the Royal Navy, more than
5000 were left behind. Most became prisoners of
war. Hundreds took to the mountains and were
sheltered by Cretan civilians who faced execution
by the Germans for harbouring them. Those

on the run were either captured or evacuated,
months, and in some cases, years later.

Surrender

The surrender of Allied forces on Crete was
given by Colonel Theo Walker, commander of
2/7 Battalion to an Austrian officer of the 100th
Mountain Regiment at Komitades, near Chora
Sfakion, on 1 June, 1941.

Exkkévwon

Meta&b tng 28ng Maiou kat tng 1ng louviou,
XIALASEC CUPHAYIKA OTPATELATA TIEPACAV TA
Neukd ‘Opn mPog TN Xwpa Xpakiwv. Xto HpdkAelo,
mepimou 4.000 Avtpeg ekkevwONnKav To Bpddu Tng
28n¢6/29n¢ Maiou. Ot auatpaiiavég SuvApelg Tou
avékoyav Tn yepHavikn mpoéhaon oto PE€Buuvo
napadéOnkav otig 29 Maiou. MNapdTt TouAdxloToV
12.000 avépeg ekkevwONKav amod tn Xwpa

S @akiwv amé To BaciAikd NauTikd, meplocdtepol
amd 5.000 éuevav miow. OL TEPIOCOTEPOL EyLIVAV
alyaAwtol moAépou. Ekatovtddeg mrpav ta
Bouva kat Bprikav KATa@LyLo OE OTITIO ATTAWY
Kpntwv moAitwyv, mapodAo mou ol TeAeuTaiol
Kiv&UveLav va eKTEAEOTOUV amod Toug Mepuavoug
yta unoBaAyn. Ot puydadeg site mAoTNKav €iTe
EKKEVWONKAV, UAVEG 1 Kal XpOvia apyoTEPa O
OPLOUEVEG TIEPITTTWOELG.

German military photographs of Chora Sfakion in June 1941. Photo/®wt6: Bundesarchiv
FEPUAVIKEG OTPATIWTIKEG PWTOYPAPIEG TNG XWPAG ZPaKiwv Tov lovvio Tou 1941.

Mapadoon

H mapdadoon twv cUPHOXIKWY SUVAUEWY

otnv Kpritn mpaypatomnolénke amod Tov
Yuvtaypatdpxn Theo Walker, Aloikntr tou 2/7
Taypatog, oe AuoTPIAKS ASIWHUATIKO TOU

100 Opelvou Zuvtdypatog otoug Koptadeg,
KOVTA 0Tn Xwpa X@akiwv, Tnv 1n louviou 1941.

“[Colonel] Walker followed the track up to the
village of Komitades and found an Austrian
officer of the 100th Mountain Regiment there.
‘What are you doing here, Australia?’ the Austrian
said in English."One might ask what you are
doing here, Austria?’ Walker replied. ‘We are all
Germans,’ he said.”

Crete 1941. The Battle and the Resistance. Beevor, A. 1991

«[O ouvtaypatapyngl Walker mriipe 1o povomatt
yta Toug Kountadeg kat Bprike ekei évav
AuoTplaké aglwpatiké Tou 10000 Opeivoy
JUVTAYUATOG. - Tt KAVEIG e6w, AuoTPalia; ime o
AuoTplakOG oTa ayyAikd. - To iSlo Ba pmopovoe va
PWTNOEL KaVeig Kal yla oéva, AuoTtpia, amavtnoe o
Walker. - Eipaote 6hol leppavoi, andvinoe autdg.»

Kpritn 1941. H Mdxn kai n Avtiotaon. Beevor, A. 1991

At Chora Sfakion, on the last night of the
evacuation, Colonel Walker stepped off an
evacuation barge at the last moment when

he realised his men would be left behind. He
and most of the 2/7 Battalion left on the beach
were captured.

>1n Xwpa Zpakiwy,
™V TeEAeUTaia voxTa
NG EKKEVWONG, O
ouvtaypatapyng Walker
EavakatéPfnke amd pia
AépPo ekkévwong TNV
TeNeuTaia oTiyur) 6tav
ouvednromnoinoe 4t ot
avdpeg tou Ba éuevav
miow. TOOO eKeivog
600 o1 TepLocdTEPOL
amno Toug Gvdpeg Tou
2/7 Taypatog mou
eyKataleipOnkav

otnv mapalia
alHoAwTioTNKAV.

Lt-Col.Theo Walker, Commanding Officer, 2/7 Battalion AlIF.
Photo: Walker Family Collection

AvTtiouvtaypataxng Theo Walker, Stoikntng tou 2/7
Taypatog. dwtd: Tuhhoyn Okoyeveiag Walker



The Anzacs in Greece

On April 12, 1941, as Australian and New Zealand
forces, alongside British and Greek units, engaged
the German Army in northern Greece, an army

that had conquered or controlled most of Europe,
General Thomas Blamey, commander of the
Australian Imperial Force in the Mediterranean,
issued an order announcing the formation of

an Anzac Corps - invoking the spirit of the first
Australian and New Zealand Army Corps that fought
in the Gallipoli campaign of the First World War.

Outnumbered, with little air cover and fighting

in inhospitable conditions, the Allies found
themselves in retreat through Greece before
their evacuation began on April 24. Over five
nights more than 50,000 troops left the mainland,
leaving behind 320 Australians dead and over
2000 prisoners of war. 291 New Zealanders were
killed and over 1600 captured. About half those
evacuated were shipped to Crete.

On the eve of the German invasion of Crete
the Allied garrison on the island totalled
approximately 40,000 troops: 6500 Australians,
7750 New Zealanders, 15,000 British, and
10,200 Greek.

New Zealand forces were assigned to defend
the airfield at Maleme, the coast and low
country between Maleme and Chania, and the
hills around Galatas - a secondary barrier

for Chania should Maleme fall. Australian
forces were deployed around the airfield at
Rethymno, where they formed the major part
of its defence, and a contingent was sent to
Heraklion. Other Australian units guarded the
entrance to Souda Bay and Georgioupoli.

“What history has been made among these
seas; what sagas of the human race have had
their setting here. Thousands of years ago
men have sailed these seas to go to war, and
we sail them today for the same purpose.”

April 1941. Australian troops at the Acropolis in Athens.
Ampiliog 1941. Auotpaloi oTPaATIWTEG OTNV AKPOTIOAN.

Photo/®wt6: AWM 006795




Australian and British troops march through Kalamata prior to their evacuation from the Greek
mainland, 26 April, 1941. Auotpaloi kai Bpetavoi otpatiwteg Badi{ouvv cuvtetayuéva

péoa amé Tnv Kahapdta mpiv Tnv eKKEVWOT| Toug amd Tnv nrelpwTik EANASa, 26 Ampihiou 1941.
Photo/®wté: AWM 069885

“They find theselves in a country that might be a piece of Australia towed across the
world. The Greek spring with its white and piercing light, its floods of sun, its clean
sharp water and, above all its exiled eucalypts, is closer to home than anything they

have seen since they left Fremantle.”

The War Despatches of Kenneth Slessor, official Australian correspondent, Athens, March 1941.

Ot Anzac otnv EANGSa

311G 12 Ampihiou 1941, kaBwg ol AUOTPAALAVEG

Kat veo{nAavSIkéG SUVANELG 0TO TTAEVPO TWV
Bpetavikwv kal ENANVIKWV povadwy ToAepovcav
TOV YEPUAVIKO OTPATO 0T Bopeta ENNada

-évav oTpatd mou eixe KUPIEVOEL I} AAEYXE TO
UEYONUTEPO PEPOC TNG EupWwTNG- 0 oTpaTNYOS
Thomas Blamey, 81o0ikntr¢ TN AuoTpaliaviig
AuToKpaTopIKAG AUvaung otn Meooyelo, e€€dwaoe
Siatayn e§ayyEMovTag Tov oXNHATIONS Tou

Y wpatog Anzac, EMKAAOUKEVOG TO TIVEUA TOU
1ou AuoTpaliavou kal Neo{nhavSikdu Zwuatog
>TPatoU TO OToi0 TTOAEUNOE OTNV EKOTPATEIN

¢ KaAimoAng katd tov A’ Maykdouio MoéAepo.
BplokduEVOL O LEIOVEKTIKN BEan amd aptOuNTIKNAG

TIAEUPAG, UE ENAXLOTN AEPOTIOPIKH KAAUYN Kal
TIOAEUWVTAG O€ avTiE0EC OUVONKEG, Ol ZUPUaYOL
Bpédnkav va omoBoxwpolv evtdg TG EANAdag

TPV EEKIVNOEL N EKKEVWOT] TOUG 0TI 24 Ampihiou.

Y€ SlA0TNHa TIEVTE VUXTWV, TIEPIOCOTEPOL

amd 50.000 OTPATIWTEG AmoXwPEnoav ano

TNV NMEPWTIKA XWPa, aprivovtag miow 320
AuoTPaAOUG VEKPOUG KAl TTEPICOATEPOUC ATTO
2.000 Auotpaholg atxpdAwTtoug moAépou. 291
NeolnAavdoi okotwONnKav Kal TEPIoCOTEPOL ATIO
1.600 atxpadwtiotnkav. Mepimou ot piooi and
€KEIVOUC TTOU EKKEVWONKAV PETAQEPONKAV 0TNV
Kpntn.

“In March 1941, on his way to Greece from Egypt,
Lieutenant John Learmonth, from western Victoria,
looked out from the deck of a troopship as it sailed
towards Piraeus. Like Byron before him, Learmonth
sensed the enduring significance of this ancient
landscape steeped in myth and legend:

‘A number of pretty little islands have been
visible on our starboard quarter since daylight
this morning. | have forgotten what little ancient
history | ever read; but | fancy Ulysses must have
sailed in these seas. | wonder did the Sirens live
on one of those little islands over there, now
slumbering so peacefully in the warm laughing
sea; and do those rocks hide the caves of Cyclops,
the one-eyed giant? What history has been made

among these seas; what sagas of the human race
have had their setting here. Thousands of years
ago men have sailed these seas to go to war, and

Tu

we sail them today for the same purpose.
Learmonth Diary. A greatrisk in a good cause. DVA. 2001

Mentioned in despatches, John Learmonth was
captured during the Battle of Crete and died
by his own hand in a POW camp in Germany in 1944.

«Tov Mdptio tou 1941, kaB’ 0d6v yia tnv EAAada
amnd tnv Aiyurto, o urtohoxayog John Learmonth,
amo tn dutikn Victoria, ayvavteve to méAayog and
TO KATAOTPWHA EVOG LETAYWYIKOU TTAOIOU KABWG
€m\ee mpog tov Melpaid. Onwc kai o Bupwvag, o
Learmonth aloBavotav Tn pakpaiwvn onuacia
aUTOU TOU apXaiou Tomiou, TOTIoPEVOU GToV HUBo
Kat otov BpUAo:

Tnv mapapovh TG YEPUAVIKAG amoBaong
otnv Kprtn, n CUPPAYIKn ¢poupd 6To

vnoi amotehoUvTav cUVOAIKA amd mepimou
40.000 otpaTIwTEG: 6.500 Auotpahoug, 7.750
NeolnAavdoug, 15.000 Bpetavouc kat 10.200
‘ENAnvec.

Ot veolnAavSIKEG SUVANELG EMTIPOPTIOTNKAV TNV
TEPIPPOVPNON TOU aEPOSpopiov Tou MANepE, TNG
AKTAG KAl TOU KAUToU PeTa&l MANepe Kal

‘Aidpopa 6pop@a vnodkia gaivovtal otn Se€1d
pag m\wpn amo ta xapduata. Exw &exdoet 6on
apxaia .otopia kat va StaBaca” aANa avtalopat
mw¢ o Oduooéag MPEMeL va appéVIoE OTIG OANAoOEG
QUTEG. AVapWTIEPAL UATTIWG OL ZEIPAVEG EUEVAV O
€va armo EKEIVA T VNOAKIA TIEPA EKEI, TTOU TWPA
KolpouvTal T0oo riouxa otn (eoTr, XaHoyeEAAoTH
Bdlacoa’ kal dpaye autd ta Bpdyia va kpUBouv Tig
oA Tou KUKAwTa, Tou povogBaipou yiyavta;
Méon 1oTopia ypa@TnKe 0’ auTég TG OANAoOEG TI
£mn Tou avBpwmivou yévoug Sladpapatiotnkav
€dw. XIAadeg xpodvia mpty, ol avBpwrrot Siéoxilav
QUTEC TIG BANAOOEG TTNYAIVOVTAG VA TIOAEU GOV, Kl
epeic g Slaoyi(oupe orjpepa yia tov idlo oKomo.»

HugpoAdyio Learmonth. MeydAo pioko yia ayaB6 okormd.
DVA. 2001.

O John Learmonth, o omoiog ava@épOnke TiuNTIKA
OE AVaPOPEG, MACTNKE AtXUAAwTOG 0TV Mayn
NG Kprtng kat autoktdvnoe o€ otpatdmedo
alXHaAWTWV TOAEUOU 0Tn Meppavia To 1944.

Lieutenant John Learmonth,
2/3rd Field Regiment AIF.
Ymohoxayog John Learmonth,
2/3 Tovtayua, Auotpaliavi
Autokpatopikry AUvapn.
Photo/®wtd: AWM PO2466.096

Xaviwv, kat Twv Aowv yupw amnd tov faAatd - pa
Seutepeliovoa ypauun Apuvag yia ta Xavid og
niepinmTwon mou Ba émepTe To MAAEpE.

Ot auotpaAiavég Suvduelg avamtuxOnkav yupw
amnd 1o agpodpoduio PeBUvVOU, GTou oxnuATicav
TO PEYOAUTEPO HEPOC TNG AUUVAG TOU, EVW €va
OTPATIWTIKO OWHA 0TANONKE 010 HpdKAELO0.
ANEG auoTpallavég HOVASEC TTEPLPPOUPOVCAV
v mpdofacn oTov KOATIO TNG Zoudag Kal T
TewpylouToAN.



Ka mate, Ka mate, Ka ora, Ka ora

I may die, | may die, | may live, | may live The haka at 42nd Street
MITOpEl va mebavw, MITopEl va nebdvw, Just before the charge at 42nd Street began,
[JﬂOpEl, va Cﬁo-wl [JTTOpEl, va CI’?O'(U one soldier, Private Hemi Hemara Aupouri of C

Company 28 (Maori) Battalion, on his own initiative,
rose from his position on the western edge of the
road. Wielding a bren gun magazine in one hand -
like a ceremonial stone patu (club) of his ancestral
forefathers - he began to perform the haka Ka mate.

Aupouri survived the charge but died of wounds
after fighting in the first battle of Alamein
in August 1942.

Private Hemi Hemara Aupouri

To Xdaka otn 42n 086

Aiyo mpiv Eekiviioel n emiBeon otn 42n 0806,

€vag otpatiwtng o Hemi Hemara Aupouri Tou

[ Adxou tou 28 Tayuatog (Maopi), pe Sikr Tou
npwtofoulia onkwOnke amd tn Béon Tou oTn
SuTikr) akpn Tou Spduou. Kpadaivovtag évav
Yepotrpa omhomoAuoAou Mmpev -onwc Ba ékave
évag Maopi TONEUIOTIAG HE TO TEAETOUPYIKO AiBvo
POTTOAO «TTIATOU» TWV TIPOYOVWY TOU- APXIOE Va
XOpELEL To Xaka «Ka mate».

O Aupouri emélnoe tng emiBeong, wotdco mEBave
anod TpavpaTa mov UMEDTN OTNV TPWTN KAXN Tou

Soldiers of 28 (Maori) Battalion perform a haka for the King of Greece in Egypt, 25 June, 1941. EN ANapéy, Tov Zemtéufplo Tou 1942,

ZTpaTIWTEG TOL 28 Tayuatog (Maopi) ekteAolv Xopd Xdka yia Tov Bacihid tng EANadag otnv Aiyurto,
25 louviou 1941. ®wt6/Photo: National Library of New Zealand




As a tribute to their forefathers, descendants of 28 (Maori) Battalion soldiers perform the haka Ka mate
in an olive grove west of 42nd Street/Odos Tsikalarion in May 2014. Andyovol otpatiwTwyv Tou 28 Tdypatog (Maopi) Néag Znhavdiag xopgvouv to Xdka «Ka mate»

oTtoug eAalwveg SuTtikd TnG 080U Tolkalaplwv/42ng Odou Tov Mdato Tou 2014. Dwtd/Photo: Leanne Tamaki




An Australian and New Zealand soldier evacuated from Crete after disembarking in Alexandria, Egypt, 2 June, 1941.
AuoTtpaldg kat NeolnAavddg oTpatitng mou ekkevwOnkav amoé tnv Kprjtn katd tnv amoBifaocr Toug otnv
Ale€avdpela tng Atyumtovy, 2 louviou 1941. Photo/Owté: AWM 007742/28

Proud to be associated with the creation of the 42nd Street Anzac Memorial

Australian Government

Department of Veterans’ Affairs

“Anzac is not merely about loss. It

is about courage, and endurance,
and duty, and love of country, and
mateship, and good humour and the
survival of a sense of self-worth and
decency in the face of dreadful odds.”

«To Anzac bev oxeti(etal uévo ue tnv
anmwAela. Znuaivel kar avdpeia, Kai
avToxr, Kal Xp€og, Kat aydrn mpog
TNV matpida, kai CUVTPOPIKOTNTA,
Kat kaAn idBeon kat emPBiwon

utag aiobnong autooefBaouol

Kat aéloTTPEMEIQG QVTIUETWITOL JUE
TOOUEPEC TTOOKANOEIG.»

Spirit of Anzac quote: Sir William Deane,
Governor-General of Australia, Anzac Day,
25 April,1999.

To MNvebpa tou Anzac: Sir William Deane, Mevikog
KuBepvAtng Tng Auotpaliag, Huépa Anzac,
25 Ampthiou 1999.

CRETAN FEDERATION OF
AUSTRALIA & NEW ZEALAND
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Olive grove west of 42nd Street/Odos Tsikalarion.
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